
 
 
Arnold Rifkin Relies On Former Agency To Secure 

Film Rights To ‘Soul Seekers’ 
 
By MIKE FLEMING | Friday October 5, 2012 @ 3:02pm EDT Tags: Alyson Noel, Arnold Rifkin, Soul Seekers, WME 

 

EXCLUSIVE: Arnold Rifkin’s Cheyenne Enterprises has optioned screen 

rights on Soul Seekers, the young adult book series by bestselling 

author Alyson Noel. Rifkin, the former head of WMA who had this deal 

brokered by WME, sees the series as a potential franchise on the order 

of Twilight and The Hunger Games. 

 

There are four books in the series: Fated, Echo, 

Mystic and Horizon. Fated is currently in stores;Echo comes out in 

November 2012; and Mystic andHorizon will both be available in 2013. 

The Soul Seekers series follows a rebellious 16 year-old, Daire Santos, who 

is plagued by strange happenings: crows mock her, glowing people stalk 

her, time stops without warning, and a beautiful boy haunts her dreams. 

Sent to live with her grandmother in the small town of Enchantment, New 

Mexico, Daire’s visions and reckless behavior are recognized for what they 

truly are – the call to her destiny as a Soul Seeker: one who navigates between the worlds of the living and the 

dead. As she learns to use her powers, she meets identical twins she’s dreamed about. They hold the future of 

the world in their hands. There is Native American lore involved in the series, and Rifkin is determined to cast 

the films with Native American actors when appropriate. 

 

“I did a lot of research into Shamanism and Native American spirituality to create the world of The Soul 

Seekers series,” the author said. “In using these ancient practices and ideas as a jumping off point for the 

mystical world of the books, I tried to portray them in an authentic way and to do so with reverence. After 

meeting with producer Arnold Rifkin, and learning first hand of his personal passion for these themes, I have 

no doubt that he will do the same.” 

Noel’s earlier 6-book series The Immortals was optioned by Summit/Lionsgate for a TV series and Fly Me To 

The Moon was optioned by Scott Free, with Sharon Maguire directing the script she wrote. While WME 

repped Rifkin, Noel’s repped by Bill Contardi at Brandt & Hochman. 
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Children's Books Shine at the 17th Annual L.A. Times Festival of Books  

By Wendy Werris  

Apr 26, 2012 

 

More than 100,000 people, many of them families with kids, turned out for the 17th annual Los 

Angeles Times Festival of Books on the village-like campus of USC on April 21 and 22. 

 

There was no shortage of activity in the children's area of the 17th annual L.A. Times Festival of Books. 

The atmosphere in the children’s area, arguably the most popular place to be at the festival, was 

colorful, energetic, and mobbed on both days. Between the Target stage, the YA stage, and 

the Hoy area, which is the dedicated Hispanic portion of the festival, there were continuous sources of 

kids’ entertainment, author readings, music, and games. Scooby-Doo made several appearances, and 

Judy Blume, David Shannon, Julie Andrews, and Marc Brown were among the most sought-after 

authors at book signings. Children’s booksellers Once Upon a Time and Mrs. Nelson’s did a brisk 

business on both days, topping their 2011 festival sales. (See ourextensive photo essay for a look at 

many of the weekend’s highlights.) 

 With more than 20 panels devoted to children’s and YA books, it was apparent that interest in this 

genre shows no sign of slowing down. At the “Children’s Books: Painting the Picture” panel on 

Saturday, moderator Allyn Johnston, publisher of Beach Lane Books, brought out the best in panelists 

Bob Staake, Kadir Nelson, and Marla Frazee in the sold-out auditorium. Staake, who lives in Chatham, 

Mass,, flew in for the festival and said he was pleased to be back on the campus of his alma mater. 

Johnston first queried the trio about the current form of the picture book. Frazee, creator of such 

books as The Boss Baby and All the World (with Liz Garton Scanlon) said the form is challenging for 

her because of the myriad ways she can approach a book. “At least half of a story has to be told in the 

pictures,” she said. “I also have to decide which parts of a story should be told in words, and which in 

pictures.” Frazee said she is at the point in her career now where she can decline to illustrate a 

manuscript. “The writing may be good,” she said, “but sometimes the resonance is off.” 

  

http://publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/childrens/childrens-industry-news/article/51682-children-s-books-at-the-l-a-times-festival-of-books-a-photo-essay.html


 

L. to r.: Bob Staake, moderator Allyn Johnston, Marla Frazee, and Kadir Nelson at the “Children’s Books: Painting the 

Picture” panel. 

Staake was selected this year to create the logo and illustrations for the Festival of Books marketing 

graphics. He told the audience that he is often commissioned to illustrate books that are written by 

others. “If the story is written by someone else, my job is to make that story better with my 

illustrations,” he noted. “When I’m working on my own books there’s no answer to the question, ‘what 

comes first – the pictures or the words?’ ” When Staake conceived of his popular The Red Lemon, for 

instance, the title came to him first without any knowledge of what the book would be; that appeared 

much later. 

Kadir Nelson is known for his books about African-Americans and their history and culture. Because he 

worked in film early in his career, he thinks of the picture book form as a silent film. “I think like a 

director, working in wide-angle shots and close-ups,” he said. “Each image should stand alone and 

work together with the other images in a cinematic way.” Nelson appreciates the freedom to both 

write and illustrate. “But if a manuscript isn’t relevant to where I am spiritually and professionally, I 

won’t do it.” 

The panelists all work in different art forms. For Frazee a sketch comes first, followed by soaking a 

blank piece of Strathmore 500-series paper in a bathtub. She then stretches the paper on a piece of 

wood and begins to paint with a water-based paint such as gouache. Next she paints layers on top of 

each other to create a wash, which “builds up the color really slowly.” In his downtown Los Angeles 

studio, Nelson works in oil on canvas or wood. His paintings can be up to eight feet long, so his 

photographer then shoots them digitally and reduces the size. With the exception of background art, 

which he paints and then scans, Staake’s work is composed on a computer; he draws digitally with a 

mouse and works in Photoshop 3.0, one of the oldest versions around. “I make lots of circles,” Staake 

said with a laugh. 

Regardless of the medium it’s clear that Frazee, Staake, and Nelson are all inspired by children and 

the idea of childhood. “When I sit down to work,” Staake said, “I try to conjure up the images that 

would have excited six-year old Bobby.” Frazee is always being mindful of the child, and how well 

children read pictures. “I think about that in a humbling way,” she says. Responding to a question 

from the audience about where his ideas come from, Nelson said, “All creative expression comes from 

the same place. Maintain your vision, and be honest.” 

  



 

L. to r.: moderator Aaron Hartzler, Cornelia Funke, Alyson Noël, and John Stephens at the “In the Middle: Tweenage 

Fantasy” panel. 

Sunday’s “In the Middle: Tweenage Fantasy” panel was moderated by Aaron Hartzler, author of the 

forthcoming YA memoir Rapture Practice. Held outdoors on the festival’s YA stage, panelists Cornelia 

Funke (Ghost Night), Alyson Noël (Whisper), and former television writer John Stephens (The Emerald 

Atlas) each read a few pages from their respective books to the large audience; the children sitting on 

the grass in front of the stage were especially awestruck by Funke’s dramatic rendering. 

The panelists first discussed what part of themselves they bring to their characters, and Noël, who told 

the audience she lost five close friends in three months during the same year her husband was 

diagnosed with leukemia, said, “I wrote The Immortalswhile I was grieving. I poured my grief into the 

character of Eve, and it was an amazing experience. As I got better, so did she.” Stephens said that 

the sibling rivalries in his book are similar to those he experienced in his family. “My siblings were 

always testing me, and yet I knew I could depend on them if I really needed them. This shows up in 

my characters and in the story.” Funke said that her characters are always surprising her. “I feel like 

I’m constantly in wrestling matches with them, especially when one wants more attention than I want 

to give to that character.” 

An audience member asked the panelists what books they read when they were young. Funke, who is 

German and grew up in that country, mentioned Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, The Chronicles of 

Narnia, and The Princess Bride as being among her favorites “when I wasn’t reading obscure German 

books.” Noel favored the Little House on the Prairie books (“I was Half-Pint!”) and every Judy Blume 

novel she could get her hands on, even though her sixth-grade teacher referred to them as “trash.” 

Stephens read books “that gave me the sense that magic was right next door,” such as The Hobbit, 

The Lord of the Rings, and Tarzan. 

An earnest young man wanted to know if it was difficult to capture the essence of adolescence in YA 

fiction. “You know,” Funke told her, “we’re all everywhere at the same time – very young, teenaged, 

and I suspect you already have a sense of the old man in you.” The panel concluded with Noël’s 

words. “No matter who the character may be, the core journey never changes in adolescence,” she 

said. “Hang on to that.” 

  



 

L. to r.: moderator Susan Carpenter, Maureen Johnson, Maggie Stiefvater, Lauren Myracle, and Jacqueline Woodson at the 

“Young Adult Fiction” panel. 

At the “Young Adult Fiction” panel on Saturday, panelists Maureen Johnson, Jacqueline Woodson, 

Maggie Stiefvater, and Lauren Myracle agreed that nothing is off the table when it comes to themes 

and topic matter for their books. With moderator Susan Carpenter, staff writer at the Los Angeles 

Times, at the helm, the panelists did not hold back during their discussion of sexuality and violence in 

YA writing, how race and class are presented, and their reasons for writing for the YA market. “I don’t 

know how to write a good sex scene,” said Woodson, author ofBeneath a Meth Moon and If You Come 

Softly; I don’t find sex literary.” Stiefvater, who wrote The Scorpio Races and Shiver, added, “But sex 

scenes can be so hilarious when you read them.” There is sex in Myracle’s Later Gater, and several of 

her books appear on national Banned Books lists. “Be very careful with the use of the F word,” she 

cautioned the audience. Woodson won’t write gratuitous violence into her books; Stiefvater said she 

learned about violence by reading about it. 

“The issues of race and class seem untouched in YA writing,” Carpenter said, and Woodson, who is 

black, suggested that it might be because not a lot of people of color are writing in the genre. “Also,” 

she added, “for authors it doesn’t show up on the page until you have that experience.” The panelists 

tried to explain the difficulty in the descriptive process when writing about non-white characters. 

Johnson, author of The Name of the Star, is uncomfortable labeling black characters. “It shouldn’t 

matter,” she said. Woodson thinks otherwise. “The reader shouldn’t assume all the characters are 

white unless stated as black. If a character has depth, all that stuff comes out,” she said. 

Johnson, who attended an all-girls’ Catholic school in a convent despite the fact that she wasn’t 

Catholic, said that she wrote her first YA novel on a bet with another student. “I planned my escape 

from there for four years,” she said of her experience as an adolescent. That particular period of time 

seems to have been noteworthy for Woodson as well. “Adolescence is the age you’re stuck in, from 

eight to 15. I was crippled as a young girl,” she told the audience, “but through my writing and my 

characters I can fix that stuff.” 

 
  



 
 
Festival of Books: YA authors and tweenage angst in 
the afterworld 
April 22, 2012 |  2:00 pm 

 

The panel titled “In the Middle: Tweenage Fantasy” Sunday began lazily, in the best possible way: A 

massive crowd gathered to see John Stephens, Alyson Noel and Cornelia Funke at the YA stage, 

filling every seat and spilling onto the lawn. 

The authors appearing at the L.A. Times Festival of Books each gave a short reading from a current 

work. Twelve- and 13-year-olds sat on the edge of their seats, others followed along in dog-eared 

copies they had brought along; adults and older couples stretched out on blankets, coffees in hand. If 

only there had been milk and cookies.  

Soon the discussion developed into a lively romp through the world of fantasy writing for a tween 

and teen audience.  According to New York Times bestselling author Noel, adolescence is no different 

for her Riley Bloom character, who lives in the afterworld. She still wrestles with issues of identity 

and body image. “Riley’s just a typical teen girl in fantastical circumstances,” Noel said. 

http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-festival-books-pictures,0,2537982.photogallery


PHOTOS: Festival of Books 

Funke and Stephens touched on the universal struggle to create, regardless of genre. Stephens spent 

10 years as a TV executive, during which time he worked on “Gossip Girl” and “Gilmore Girls” among 

other shows. But writing his debut novel, “The Emerald Atlas,” was far more difficult, even scary, he 

said.  “When you write a TV script, you write with a staff,” he said. “If it’s not perfect, you think, ‘Oh, 

maybe the actors will be good; maybe there’ll be music.’ [Writing a novel] you’re solo; it’s more 

terrifying.” 

Funke, an international bestselling author who’s named on Time magazine’s Time 100 list of most 

influential people, has a much different relationship with the writing process. “Writing, for me, is like 

chocolate,” she said. "When I’m doing rewrites and my editor sends notes, then it’s stressful. But 

otherwise, I’m addicted!” 

Stephens said he writes first drafts on his computer, then writes “many subsequent drafts” by hand 

on legal pads. (“That’s why my right hand is much bigger,” he joked.)  Funke, whose “Ghost Night” 

comes out in May, said she writes in her native German, not English, in a little cottage-like “writing 

house” in her backyard. “It’s the most wonderful place in the world,” she said. “It’s filled with things 

readers have sent me.”  

FULL COVERAGE: Festival of Books 

In the comfort of that custom writing palace, Funke said, she often lets herself get carried away. The 

characters come to life, they speak to her and the story unfurls -- often taking on a pace and rhythm 

of its own. Her “Inkworld Trilogy,” for example, was never intended to be a series, she said. But 

momentum took over. 

“I only finished it because I wanted to know how it played out!” she said. As it should be. 

ALSO: 

How our fears and habits shape us 

Memoirists share private-turned-public lives 

'Write your brain barf' and other WriteGirl tips 

-- Deborah Vankin 

Photo: John Stephens, left, Alyson Noel and Cornelia Funke at the YA panel Sunday. Credit: Ringo 

H.W. Chiu / For the Los Angeles Times 
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Q & A with Alyson Noël  

By Sally Lodge  
Apr 12, 2012 

 
Photo by Nancy Villere. 

Alyson Noël has hit her stride in both the YA and middle grade arenas. In the former, the six-book The 
Immortals series from St. Martin’s Griffin has more than eight million copies in print worldwide—3.5 

million in the U.S. alone. The author’s first foray into middle grade fiction, the Riley Bloom paperback 

series (which stars the younger sister of The Immortals heroine, Ever) has more than 800,000 copies 

in print, and Square Fish will release the fourth installment,Whisper, on April 24 with a 200,000-copy 
print run. Noël further expands her reach into the YA market on May 22, when St. Martin’s Griffin 

publishes Fated, the debut novel in her new series, The Soul Seekers, with a combined first printing of 

250,000 hardcover and e-book copies. Set in New Mexico, the book draws from Native American 
mythology and introduces Daire, a teen who belongs to an ancestral line of shamans and can’t 

navigate the worlds between the living and the dead. Bookshelf caught up with Noël as she traveled to 

Chicago from her home in Orange County, Calif., to attend this weekend’s RT Booklovers Convention, 
where she’ll take part in the second annual Teen Day. 

  

What inspired The Soul Seekers’ Native American mythology premise? 
  

I did a lot of hands-on research for the Immortals. I was hypnotized, took a psychic development 

course, and read a lot of books with metaphysical themes. In my reading, themes of shamanism kept 

appearing. I became fascinated with Native American mythology, but that didn’t really fit into the 
world of The Immortals. So I decided it was something I wanted to explore in this new series. But I do 

want to make it clear that, though I did take bits of that mythology, I tweaked it for my own 

purposes—in fact there are liberal doses of tweaking. I’m not an authority on Native American 
mythology by any means! 

  

What additional research did you do for Fated? 
  

I had so much fun researching this book. I took a three-day introduction to shamanism course, and 

went to New Mexico, which is actually one of my favorite places to visit. On my trip, I interviewed 
Native Americans about living on a reservation, talked to teens about what it’s like to grow up there, 

had a session with a shaman there, and of course read a lot of books. It’s been a fascinating series to 

write, and it has allowed me to build a supernatural world, which I really love to do—and to build a 
completely different world from the world of The Immortals. 

  



 

Completely different in what way? 
  

The two series’ settings are very different. The Immortals takes place in glitzy Orange County. The 

Soul Seekers is set in the fictional, rundown town of Enchantment, New Mexico. The characters live 
lives that are the opposite of what their town’s name implies. 

  

So you’d say that this is a definite departure from The Immortals—or do the two series have 
common strains? 

  

Can I say both? The Immortals and The Soul Seekers are the same—and different. I think people who 
enjoy the first series will like the metaphysical themes of The Soul Seekers, and will find a 

commonality. This new series has the same focus on relationships, romance, friends, and building 

bonds with family. Yet the mythology is entirely different, and there’s a very different feel and 
atmosphere. The Soul Seekers is slightly darker than The Immortals. In many ways this is new 

territory for me, and I’m really having fun with it. 

  

How do the characters of Ever, the heroine of The Immortals, and Daire, heroine of The Soul 
Seekers, compare? 

  

Ever is a naive, protected protagonist who has to learn to toughen up. Daire is a world-weary, cynical 
teen who has moved from movie set to movie set with her mother, a makeup artist, and has never 

had a stable life. On her 16th birthday, she undergoes terrifying hallucinations. Her mother is worried, 

and sends her to live with the grandmother she’s never met, who knows immediately that Daire has a 
calling as a Soul Seeker. She learns the meaning of home and for the first time builds friendships and 

allows herself to become vulnerable. 

  
Your protagonists’ stories are inevitably told in their own voices. Why is that? 

  

Writing in the first person feels more immediate, more intimate. It allows me to translate the 

characters’ experiences directly onto the page by giving me an all-access pass to their thoughts and 
feelings. 

  

You have said that Radiance, the first Riley Bloom book, was the easiest book you’d ever 
written.  Given that this was your debut middle grade novel, why is that? 

  

At first I was terrified at the thought of writing a middle grade novel, since I’d only written YA. But I 
realized that it was not about writing middle grade, but about writing the character. And I love Riley’s 



character—I have a soft spot for her. Once I got into her head, it became really easy. In fact, all of the 

Riley Bloom books come easily to me. 
  

How would you say that Fated ranks on the easy/hard scale? 

  
I think the first book in every series is the most difficult to write. There is a huge excitement to it, but 

you’re still trying to figure out what you want to say and what the world is really about. The world 

building takes careful thought and consideration, so it always takes me a bit longer to write that first 

book. Once that world is set up and the characters’ roles are in place, I’m off and running. 
  

 

Do you know how many Soul Seekers books you’ll write, or is the series open-ended? 

  

Well, I’ve written the second book, Echo, and am working on the third, Mystic. I have the arc for four 
books in the series, and for me that’s where it ends. I always outline the story arc, but I also allow a 

lot of room along the way to be surprised by my characters and things that might crop up. I don’t like 

to pen myself in. As I wrote The Immortals, I realized that the story was bigger than I first thought, 

and it took me six books to get to the end. 
  

You’ve obviously also written stand-alone novels, though more recently have focused on 

series. Do you find series writing more satisfying? 
  

While my first seven novels were all stand-alones, I find that I’m really enjoying writing series, as it 

allows me to create a much bigger character arc than I can in 300 pages. It also lets me enjoy more 
time with the characters and really deepen their journey. 

  

Though creating series must have its own challenges. 
  

Yes. The main challenge I’ve found in writing a series is in making sure to keep the character traits 

and the rules of the world consistent. It’s easy to lose track of small details along the way, so I keep 

an ongoing “series bible” that I add to with each successive book. 
  

Given the success of The Immortals and Riley Bloom, is it intimidating to launch this new 

series? 
  

It is and it isn’t. On one hand, it’s nice to know that there is a built-in anticipation among my diehard 

readers, and those who have enjoyed my other series are apt to pick up The Soul Seekers. But every 
new book makes a writer anxious—every book is a new start. You can’t take anything for granted, 



though I think the excitement of creating something new and delving into new characters and their 

possibilities overshadows the anxiety. 
  

What’s next on your agenda? 

  
I’ll be touring after Fated comes out at the end of May, first domestically, and then internationally. I 

am going to Singapore, Australia, and Brazil. And I’m off to the Frankfurt Book Fair in October. Which 

means I’ll be doing a lot of writing on airplanes! 

  
After I finish the third Soul Seekers book, I’ll move on to book four. And when that’s in the can, I’ll 

dive into the huge file I call my idea file and see what jumps out at me. 

  
The Soul Seekers: Fated by Alyson Noël. St. Martin’s Griffin, $17.99 Apr. ISBN 978-0-3126-

6485-5 

 

 
  



View the complete cover story here! 
 

http://www.alysonnoel.com/pdfs/fated-rt-cover.pdf
http://www.alysonnoel.com/pdfs/fated-rt-cover.pdf


 



  



 

 

  



  



 



Publishers, 
Hollywood Take Liking to Laguna Niguel Author’s Novels 
By ALISHA GOMEZ  

Sunday, May 22, 2011 

 

Laguna Niguel resident and author Alyson Noël is helping to fill a seemingly insatiable appetite among 

publishers and Hollywood producers for young adult novels featuring teens facing the supernatural. 

Noël, a contemporary and young adult author, recently struck a deal with Summit Entertain-ment—the studio 

behind the “Twilight” mo-vies—to turn her “The Immortals” and “Riley Bloom” books into TV series or 

movies. 

The six-book “The Immortals” series follows a young woman who escapes death and returns with the power to 

read people’s thoughts when she touches them. 

“Riley Bloom” features a secondary character from the “Immortal” novels. 

Summit Entertainment paid six figures for an 18 month option on both series’. 

“It’s an area of the market that remains big,” said Rachel Deahl, a senior news editor at trade publication 

Publishers Weekly. 

Booming Market 

“Harry Potter,” “Twilight” and now “Hunger Games” all have fueled interest in the young adult and children’s 

market, according to Deahl. 

Noël’s also sold rights to a contemporary novel, “Fly Me to the Moon,” to director Ridley Scott’s production 

company. 

Part of the lure for Hollywood and publishers: paranormal or fantasy books appeal to a broad audience. 

“About 40% of my readers are adults,” Noël said. “I love that these boundaries don’t exist anymore, and that 

the books are just engaging for people who want to read them.” 

The young adult market is one publishing area where there’s still a lot of money being spent, Deahl said. 

“There’s a lot of high-figure acquisitions being done,” she said. “That speaks to the intense popularity of the 

market.” 

http://www.ocbj.com/staff/alisha-gomez/
http://www.ocbj.com/news/2011/may/22/publishers-hollywood-take-liking-laguna-niguel-aut/


For Noël, film or TV rights also means better publishing deals. She recently struck a $3 million deal before 

bonuses with St. Martin Press for a new series, “Soul Seekers,” due in 2012. 

An Orange County native, Noël grew up in Yorba Linda with little money. She dabbled in college but left to 

start work. 

She’s held a number of jobs, including flight attendant. 

She became inspired to write “The Immortals” series after losing three loved ones in five months. Shortly after, 

her husband found out he had leukemia. He’s now in remission. 

Five years ago, she quit and started writing full time. 

“I just couldn’t live in the world the same way anymore,” Noël said. “I was sort of on a quest to find comfort 

and answers, and I started reading metaphysical and afterlife books. That’s how I got the idea for the ‘The 

Immortals.’” 

There was a lot of early rejection, she said. 

“I got rejected by just about everybody,” Noël said. “As much as it hurt, it forced me to figure out why. They 

were all saying the same thing: You have a great voice, but the plot needs work.” 

So Noël went back to the drawing board. She attended writing classes. She took the advice of one agent and 

read a book on plots, “Story,” by Robert McKee. 

By page 25 she said she knew what she was doing wrong. 

“I was ruthless with my manuscript,” Noël said of the editing process. 

She’s been with her publishing company—St. Martin’s Press, part of Britain’s Macmillan Publishers Ltd.—

since the beginning. 

She started pitching her first novel back in 2002. In 2004 it got picked up by an agent. 

Her first seven books were contemporary stories. She kept coming back to the young adult genre, somehow 

always finding a teen protagonist in her stories. Her first agent who sat her down and said she had the makings 

of a young adult novelist. 

Childhood Influence 

Writing about teens is close to her heart, Noël said. 

She grew up poor with divorced parents, the youngest of three girls. 

Noël said she is driven by her upbringing. 

“Because of my background, I don’t know if you ever reach any amount of money where you feel secure,” she 

said. 

It was right before “Evermore,” her first book in the “Immortals” series, was published in the U.S. that she 

noticed things taking off. The book already was big in Germany and was being bid on by several publishers 

there and in other countries. Then the New York Times and Publishers Weekly noticed. 

“That was the moment that I went, ‘Huh, maybe I can make a living off of this,’” Noël said. 



It took 15 years to write her first book, Noël said. Now it takes three to six months to write a book, she said. 

Noël works every day, weekends and holidays, too, she said. 

Her literary agent serves as her film agent. She has one assistant. Her husband acts as her lawyer and manager, 

though she used an entertainment lawyer for the Hollywood deals. She also has a foreign rights agent. 

“The Immortals” books have been translated into more than 37 languages and have been sold in 50 countries. 

Gomez is a former Business Journal editor and freelance writer based in Long Beach. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

COVER STORY 

Alyson Noël 
No. 1 New York Times Best-selling author of young adult novels 

20 WOMEN TO WATCH, CONTINUED ...Published: March 01, 2011 
 
 

 

  

Hometown: Laguna Niguel 
 
Age: 46 
 
Family: Married, no kids 
 
First job: When I was 16, I was a member of the Bullock’s Department store Teen Board, which led to a job 
in the Women’s Suits department. 

 
Worst job: During my 20s, I lived in Mykonos, Greece, for seven years, where I spent one summer helping 
to open a new hotel – a job that involved, among other things, everything from working the front desk, to 

tending bar, to cleaning rooms. Cleaning rooms was, hands down, the absolute worst job I’ve ever had! 
 
Biggest break: Well, there were two – selling my debut novel, “Faking 19,” in a two-book deal to St. 

Martin’s Press back in 2004. I’m now under contract with them for 21 books. And “Evermore” hitting the 

New York Times best-sellers list for 41 weeks – 10 of those weeks at No. 1. It opened up a whole new world 
of readers that I hadn’t accessed before. 
 
Secret to your success: Perseverance is key. When I first started out, I had no idea how difficult it was to 
break in, but instead of getting derailed by those early rejections, I vowed to work harder.  

 
Advice to other women in business: I know it’s a cliché, but always go with your gut. I’ve yet to regret 

a decision that was based on my instincts, though I’ve regretted plenty that were led by my head! 
 
Favorite all-time book: The two books that changed my life early on are “Are You There God? It’s Me, 

http://us.macmillan.com/smp.aspx
http://us.macmillan.com/smp.aspx


Margaret,” by Judy Blume. I read it in sixth grade and was blown away by its realness, and I knew that 
someday I wanted to try to write like that, too. And “Catcher in the Rye,” by J.D. Salinger. I was a high school 

misfit and could really relate to Holden’s feelings of isolation. Both of those books made me realize that a 
good story could be a transcendent experience. 
 

With more than 5 million copies in print, Alyson Noël’s books have been published in 36 countries and have 
been best-sellers here and abroad. 

 
In 2010, her middle-grade “Immortals” spin-off, the “Riley Bloom” series, sold to St. Martin’s Press for seven 
figures. Most recently, Noël signed another seven-figure deal for a new young adult series, “Soul Seekers,” to 

be published by St. Martin’s Press in 2012. 
     
As if that wasn’t enough, film rights for her adult novel “Fly Me to the Moon” have been optioned to Fox 

2000, and rights for the “Immortals” and “Riley Bloom” series have been optioned by a major studio. 
     

“I may be biased, but these days some of the best writing out there can be found on the Young Adult shelves,” 
Noël says. “There’s such poetry and immediacy to the storytelling, and it’s the only way for an adult to 
experience all of those wonderful firsts once again!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.amazon.com/Alyson-Noel/e/B001IODGD0/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1?qid=1299610648&sr=1-1
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Immortals author Alyson Noël Signs 7-Figure 
Deal For New Series 
 

By Gina Bernal 

 
Nancy Villere 

 

While other publishers continue their search for the next Stephenie Meyer, St. Martin’s Press is putting its 

money behind a certifiable home-grown success. Alyson Noël, author of the internationally bestselling 

Immortals series, has signed a new four-book contract with St. Martin’s Griffin imprint, brokered by Bill 

Contardi of Brandt & Hochman Literary Agents. A spokesperson for the author shared the details of the deal 

exclusively with Speakeasy, saying Noël will receive a “healthy seven-figures with additional performance 

bonuses that could double that.” The exact amount was not revealed but confirmed to be a “multi-million” 

dollar advance. St. Martin’s hopes to publish the new Soul Seeker series starting in 2012. 

Noël has been with the publisher since her 2005 debut, but it was 2009’s Evermore, the first book of the 

young adult paranormal Immortals series, that catapulted her onto bestseller lists. Currently, the Immortals 

can be found at #5 on the New York Times Children’s Series list—just under media-fueled 

franchises Twilight, Percy Jackson, Pretty Little Liars and Diary of a Wimpy Kid. The latest book, Dark 

Flame, debuted at #6 on WSJ’s best seller list and Radiance, the first in an Immortals spin-off series, 

releases in September. Noël’s only adult novel, Fly Me to the Moon, was recently optioned for development 

by Ridley Scott’s Scott Free Productions. 



We spoke with the author about her new series, making it big and writing paranormal in aTwilight-dominated 

market. 

Can you tell us about the series you’ve just signed a new deal for? Is it set in the Immortals world? 

It’s a young adult supernatural novel and it’s a completely new world. The Immortals is set in Laguna Beach, 

California, and this book is going to be set in the Southwest, most likely New Mexico. So it’s going to have a 

very different atmosphere, landscape and feel, and it’ll explore themes of Shamanism and the ability to walk 

through the Upperworld and the Underworld and to walk amongst the dead. It’s about a 16-year-old girl who 

is quite different from Ever, the protagonist in the Immortals series, who starts suffering the symptoms of 

what appears to be a psychotic break. But her grandmother recognizes it for what it is: her heredity ability—

her father had it as well—to walk between the Upperworld and the Underworld. 

What do you think was the moment you really felt you’d arrived as a writer? 

I think there were two. Seeing Faking 19, my debut novel, on the bookshelf; I had a very nerdy moment 

where I went to all the local bookstores with my mom just so we could stand in front of it and gape. I was 

raised by a single mom and we really struggled financially growing up and she sacrificed a lot in order to 

keep a roof over my head. She’s the one that shared with me the joy and magic of books, so sharing that 

moment with her and going to all those bookstores and geeking in the middle of the aisle was a pretty ‘I-

can’t-believe-this-is-happening’ moment. That was the first one, and then I would say getting the phone call 

from my editor and finding out about [Evermore making] the New York Times and USA Today lists. 

With Twilight having saturated media in general, there are people who roll their eyes and think this 

genre needs to go away. What would you say to naysayers? 

Anytime anything becomes as hugely iconic as Twilight has, there is always a backlash effect that follows 

where people roll their eyes at everything else in the genre as well and think it’s a ‘me, too’ or copycat. But 

there’s so many different paranormal variables out there in these stories that we’re telling, and for mine I 

really explore a lot of metaphysical themes. I explore reincarnation. I explore the question of mortality versus 

immortality. And I think—other than the books sharing a love story—that the theme and what the books are 

really about and the questions I explore are entirely different from what [Stephenie Meyer’s] doing and from 

what a lot of other people are doing as well. So I wouldn’t be so quick to group all the paranormal books 

asTwilight copycats and wannabes. There’s so many great stories out there and they all have something 

interesting and unique to say. 

 

 



 
Immortals' author thanks Troy High teacher 
By LORI BASHEDA 

THE ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER 

lbasheda@ocregister.com 

Story Highlights 
Read a Q&A with Alyson Noel in July, 2009. 

Take note, high school English teachers. 

The next time you ask your students to write, say, an essay on Tolstoy, and some student instead turns in a short 
story that has nothing to do with anything remotely Russian, go with it. 

 
Author Alyson Noel poses with her published books at the Laguna Beach Bookstore. 
ANA P. GUTIERREZ, FOR THE ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER 

MORE PHOTOS » 

That's what a Troy High School teacher did back in 1983. 

And best-selling author Alyson Noel says that if he hadn't, there's a good chance teens across the country wouldn't 
be gobbling up her new hit book series, "The Immortals." 

"I didn't fit in," Noel says of her high school days. "I didn't belong. I couldn't wait to get out of high school." 

But then one day in her senior year English class, the one class she didn't routinely cut, the teacher announced that a 
student had turned in a story that was very good and he wanted to read it aloud. 

"Oh, he's gonna read a story, she remembers thinking. "Nap time." 

Then she heard the words. Gulp. The story was hers. 

Twenty-two years later, when Alyson got her first book, "Faking 19," published in 2005, she returned to Troy High to 
hand a copy of it to that teacher, Mr. Fares Sawaya, opening it up to the page where she thanks him for sending her 
on her way. 

That's not to say that Alyson stopped cutting class after that magical moment when she heard her teacher reading 
her words aloud. She just started using her down time while cutting class to write stories. 

••• 

mailto:lbasheda@ocregister.com
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I met Alyson for lunch one afternoon at Olamendi's Mexican Restaurant in Monarch Beach, just down the road from 
the Laguna Beach house where she and her husband Sandy live. She was well put together, warm and friendly. And 
I had a hard time envisioning her as a high school slacker. 

Alyson said she didn't start to slide until seventh grade when her dad, an architectural engineer, left her homemaker 
mom. Suddenly, the girl who once had a horse named Lucky in the backyard of her showy Yorba Linda home was 
eating frozen waffles for dinner. 

Her mom, Elaine, went to work for minimum wage at JCPenny. And to help put food on the table, Alyson got a job 
when she turned 16 in women's clothing at Bullock's after school and on weekends. 

Feeling alienated from her classmates for the first time ever, she worked out her feelings by writing diary entries, 
poems and short stories, mostly at night while listening to old Bowie or Clash records, at a desk in a corner of her 
bedroom. 

After high school, Alyson bounced around, at one point living in Mykonos, Greece, making jewelry and hand painting 
T-shirts. In 1994, she got a job as a flight attendant based in Manhattan. Five years later, while visiting Newport 
Beach, she met her future husband. Alyson told him on their first date that she wanted to be a writer. 

"He said, 'Oh, what are you writing?' 

"I thought, 'Oh my god, I'm not writing anything. I'm just talking about it.'" 

She had taken a few classes at Fullerton Community College after high school but never graduated. Now she signed 
up for an online writing class. A classmate, Susanne Dunlap, who has since written best-selling historical fiction, read 
one of her short stories and referred her to her agent. 

"Your voice is great but the plot is a mess," the agent wrote back. He told Alyson to read a copy of "Story," by 
screenwriting guru Robert McKee. She finished it in two days, went back through her story, cutting ruthlessly, and 
sent it back in. 

On Feb. 4, 2004, she says, laughing that she remembers the exact date, she got a call while returning a rental car at 
John Wayne Airport after a trip to Las Vegas. St. Martin's Griffin was signing her as its first young adult author, giving 
her $10,000 plus royalties for her first book. 

"I cried and screamed and all those things," she says. 

"Faking 19," a story about two high school friends, was published in 2005 and Alyson was signed to write more teen 
novels. 

Then her life took a dark turn. Within six months, her first love, skipper Gary Edwards, was killed when his crab boat, 
Big Valley, sank on the reality TV show, "Deadliest Catch," her mother-in-law died of thyroid cancer, her husband's 
twin brother died of pancreatic cancer and her husband was diagnosed with leukemia (he's in remission). 

Searching for answers and comfort, Alyson turned to books about the soul's journey, reincarnation and the afterlife. 
And that is how she gave birth to the protagonist of "The Immortals," a series of page turners which has sold about 3 
million copies and landed her on The New York Times' bestseller list for 55 weeks. 

Ever is a girl who loses her parents and little sister in a car wreck and almost dies herself. Through her near-death 
experience, she gains psychic powers and becomes "an immortal," reading her classmates' thoughts and auras at a 
fictitious high school called Bay View in Laguna Beach, while falling under the spell of the one boy whose mind she 
can't read. 

During this time, Alyson underwent hypnosis herself, doing some past life regressions with Yale-trained psychiatrist, 
author and frequent TV talk-show guest Brian Weiss. She doesn't want to get into specifics about the experience. 

"I saw some very interesting events that when all pieced together made some kind of interesting sense," she told me, 
laughing at how vague she was being. "Whether a past life or an archetype, I don't know. But it was interesting." 

She also did a three-day psychic development workshop with celebrity psychic (and Laguna Beach neighbor) James 
Van Praagh. During one telepathic exercise, she said, she was able to read an image someone was holding in their 
mind: A fluffy white dog. "It was really weird." 

The first book in "The Immortals," series, "Evermore," was published in early 2009. The fourth one, "Dark Flame," hits 
stores Tuesday (June 22). On Monday, Alyson will be at the Borders in Mission Viejo to sign copies. 

All high school slackers welcome.  Contact the writer: 714-932-1705 or lbasheda@ocregister.com 
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BEA 2010 Show Daily: Alyson Noel Steps onto Middle-Grade Turf  
By Sally Lodge  
May 25, 2010 

With more than 1.8 million books in print, Alyson Noël’s the Immortals series has clearly scored a hit 

with teen readers. In Radiance (Square Fish, Sept.), the author makes her middle-grade debut, 

launching a paranormal series that’s a spinoff of her bestselling YA series. At the center of the new 
story arc is Riley, first introduced in Evermore, the first Immortals novel, who is the younger sister of 

protagonist Ever. St. Martin’s/Griffin will release Dark Flame, the fourth Immortals novel, next month. 

The idea for the middle-grade series came from Square Fish publisher Jean Feiwel, says Noël. “When 
Jean proposed this to me, I jumped at the chance to write about Riley again,” she recalls. “Riley ended 

up having a bigger part in Evermore than I’d envisioned because I enjoyed writing her so much.” 

But the author had an initial moment of self-doubt. “Before I began to write Radiance, I went into a 

panic,” she says. “I’m so used to writing for teens, and that’s my state of mind anyway. No matter 
how old I really am, I am a teen in my head, so I thought, ‘How am I going to write for 12-year-olds 

or in the voice of a 12-year-old?’ But I told myself not to worry about Riley’s age, just recreate the 

character, and that worked.” Noël calls Radiance “one of the easiest books I’ve ever written. It really 
flowed, and I enjoyed the entire process. And, honestly, that is not true of every book I write.” 

Noël published her first YA novel, Faking 19, back in 2005, while working as a flight attendant. “We’d 

have a lot of downtime between flights, and of course delays, so I was constantly writing—on cocktail 
napkins or anything I could find,” says the author, who had been determined to become a writer since 

reading Judy Blume in sixth grade. She turned to writing full-time after September 11: “I knew that 

my job as flight attendant would never be the same. When we had to take pay cuts and do bomb 
searches, I realized that it was time to get serious about my writing.” 

After writing six subsequent novels, Noël decided to venture into paranormal fiction with the 

Immortals and didn’t know how her readers would respond. “I didn’t know what to expect, but it was 

a great and almost surreal moment when I realized that readers embraced it.” 

 

http://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/home/index.html
http://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/index.html
http://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/bea/index.html

